Idiom List

Grade 4 – 2018-2019

Rub the wrong way.


Means: 
To irritate or annoy.
Example:
Margie rubbed me the wrong way when she said my hair looked funny.
Pull the wool over their eyes.


Means: 
To trick or fool someone.
Example:
Cary pulled the wool over his sister’s eyes when he said his sister had overslept and missed the bus. It was really Saturday.
Pull yourself up by your bootstraps.


Means:
You help yourself improve your situation.

Example:
After doing poorly on the test, I decided I needed to pull myself up by my bootstraps and do better next time.

Blow one’s top.


Means:
Lose one’s temper.


Example:
When I lost my car keys, I blew my top.

Cut corners.

Means:
To take shortcuts.

Example:
When I cut corners making dinner, my family said dinner didn’t taste too good.

Beat around the bush.


Means:
To avoid answering a question; to stall.

Example:
Jim didn’t want to get in trouble for not doing his reading homework, so when the teacher asked him a question about it, he beat around the bush.

Throw in the towel.

Means:
To quit.
Example:
I threw in the towel and left the playground when Anna refused to share the swings with me.
Out on a limb.

Means:
At risk.

Example:
I went out on a limb and predicted that our team would go all the way to the championship game.
Pass the buck.


Means:
To pass the blame or responsibility to someone else.

Example:
I didn’t feel like setting the table, so I passed the buck to my little sister.

Rock the boat.


Means:
To cause trouble where there is none.

Example:
The girls were playing just fine until Bobby came and rocked the boat.
Face the music.


Means:
To accept the unpleasant consequences of one’s actions.

Example:
I went inside and faced the music when I told Dad I had just dented his new car.

My hands are tied.

Means:
Unable to help.

Example:
When my brother got caught trying to sneak out after dinner, my hands were tied.
Let’s stick together.
Means:
To remain loyal or friendly to one another.

Example:
At graduation, my friends and I made a pledge that we would always stick together.
Saw the light.
Means:
To gain a sudden understanding of something.
Example:
After working on a math problem for hours, I finally saw the light.

Keep a stiff upper lip.


Means:
To be courageous in the face of adversity.


Example:
When we were down by 20 points, our coach told us to keep a stiff upper lip.

Race against the clock.


Means:
To rush to meet a deadline.


Example:
Kira raced against the clock to reach a new personal best.

Hit a brick wall.


Means:
Run into an obstacle.


Example:
I hit a brick wall when I was doing my homework; I forgot one of my books at school.

I flipped my lid.


Means:
React strongly with anger or enthusiasm.


Example:
I flipped my lid when I won first prize in the art contest.

I have a lump in my throat.


Means:
A feeling that something is in your throat, like you are going to cry.


Example:
I got a lump in my throat the first time the baby smiled at me.
To live high on (off) the hog.


Means:
To live well and eat good food.


Example:
When she won the million dollar lottery, she began to live high on the hog.
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